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140 Years of the School for Musical
Instrument Makers in Kraslice
The first makers of musical Instruments
probably settled in the Kraslice area as early
as the latter half of the 16th century. In the
middle of the 19th century there ere
Ire dy eerl elletbli hed buine e
in r licem in mu ic lin trument . The
m nuf ctorie  nd latef f ctorie , which
developed from previou wor hop, w
the need for expert help in m in
mu ic |in trument . Th ti when the ide
w conceived to found  pecial chool for
the future m er of mu ic | in trument
nd combine it with mu ic te ching. The
founder of the chool w B ron Rich rd
voil Dot uer, highly educ ted m n living
in r lice nd deputy to the Imperiél
Reich t gin Vienn .

During it 140-ye r-long exi tence, the
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a Sunda schoo and iater ith the
introduction of s ecia su jects it
eca eadai schoo

he resent na e of the schoo is
Secondary Vocational School and
Secondary rentice rentice
rainin  Centre or ical ntr ent
Makers, providing ed cation in the
ollowing branches o st dy and
apprentice training:

Manufacture of musical instruments
a o ryear co rse that oc ses on the
an act re, repair, and restoration o all
sical instr ent Makers St dies are
co pleted with the secondary school-

leaving exa ination Wind instrument
technician - three-year apprentice
training corse ai ed at the

an act re o wind
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The school in Kraslice has brought up hundreds of accomplished makers of musical instrument:

working in many countries the world ovér

chool underwent complic ted
development. At the time of it
founding it focused on the artisan
roduction of usica instru ents and
acti e usicteaching tfirstit as
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instr  ents Training is co pleted by the
inal  exa and a certiicate o
apprenticeship

Art and handicraft manufacture of
musical instruments -a o r-year

Instrument Makers in Kraslice
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apprentice training co rse teaching the
technology o wind instr ent aking
St dies are co pleted with the
secondary school-leaving exa ination or
the entire d ration o its existence, the
school's activities have been linked to

sic, be it organising the raslice M sic
Spring estival of holding vario s
co petitions and brass band concerts o
orchestras co posed o school p pils The
schooTs ixed choir o nded thirty years
ago by teacher arel Malisek, who leads it
to this day, also enjoys great pop larity

D ring its existence, the school has
ed cated h ndreds o specialists, who
work in an ber o branches, not only in
the C ech ep blic, b talsoin any other
co ntries worldwide

The Czech Organ Making School
The develop ent o organ aking has
called or speciél ed cation, as the organ

represents the co bination o
artisanship with knowledge o  ateridl
processing and sic To eet this

req ire ent, a Secondary Organ Making
School was o nded in Krnovin 992, and
developed into abene iciary corporation

ed cating the akers o this royal
instr ent ts grad ates ay obtain the
ES certi icate allowing the to work in EU

states The st dy d ration is o r years
and is co pleted by a secondary school-
leaving exa ination in artistic organ
b ilding In recent years, st dents ro
neighbo ring co ntries, e g Slovakia, ca e
to Krnov to st dy organ aking One o the
irst grad ates is To a8 ailek, who ater
co pleting his st dies went to work with
the Ger an ir Gb Oberlinger in
Windeshei or a year to gain practice
Since 2000, ne has worked with ieger-
Kloss as an intoner, with assign ents in
So th Korea, China, Taiwan, B lgaria,
ssia, and the US  In addition to his art o
t ning and intoning, ne also plays the organ
hi sel In 2003 he took part in a concert
tor o the US nother s ccess |
grad ate o the school is obert Ponéa, who
has o nded the co pany obert Poné&a

Varhany (www ponca-organs co )
He takés credit, or exa ple, or the
restoration



and reconstr ction o organs in Brag,
Croatia, and Z rich, Swit erland, and the
reconstr ction o the organ in
L dgefovice, €
Organ b ilding has its history Expert care
st be given to existing instr ents,
while old Instr ents st be repaired
and restored, and possibilities o ered by
new technologies st be taken
advantage o The grad ates o the organ
school, which is niq e in Central E rope,
are akinga contrib tion to all this

School of Piano and Furniture

Making

s in the past, the Secondary Vocational
School and Secondary pprentice Training
Centre or M sical Instr ent and
it re Makers in Hradec Krélové
contin es today in its cooperation with
PET OF sro, the largest piano
an act rer in E rope Wih so e
exaggeration it can be said that the piano is a
arvello s solitary piece 0 rnit re which, in
addition, can be Sed to play  sic That is
why this school, in addition to training t re

piano akers, also teaches handicra t
prod ction with a specialisation in
woodwork, and rnit re aking

especially Besides preparing p pils in day
co rses, the secondary school or sical
instr ents and it re r ns q aliication
co rses or piano b ilders, and d ring the
holidays it holds woodcarving se inars,
s race inishing and woodworking co rses
The school co-operates with i portant
specialists and instit tions and is a
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Photo: Archives of the Secondary Art School for Organ Makers in Krnov

Woodcarving is an inseparable part of organ building

e ber o the C ech Piano Makers'
ssociation, with which it organises ) .
specialised se inars or the other For  rther ed cation, the school is®*@ s will contrib te towards the
e bers preparing aster piano-b ilding rthgrdevelop entando i prove ent
co rsesandexa s Teachers and specialists 1€ Piano- akingcra't
o the C ech Piano Makers' ssociation
are convinced that the
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suplemento de la revista Empresas y Negocios en s
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rafia: La Escuela media de formacion
ro de formacion pri
mentos musicales y muebles en Hradec Kralové
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cion de los jovenes especialistas resulta muy importan-te
para ei desarrollo ulterior de la rama

Czech Musical Instruments




